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U.S. H5 Bird Flu Outbreak in Dairy Cows & Poultry

• First ever case in U.S. – 2022 in Colorado poultry worker
• Cases in 2024:
• April 1 – Texas in dairy worker
• May 22 – Michigan in dairy worker
• May 30 – Michigan in dairy worker
• July 3 – Colorado reports a case in a dairy worker
• July 14 – CDC confirms 4 cases in poultry workers in Colorado

• 9 total cases of H5 in the U.S. cumulatively; 8 during 2024
• 5 cases confirmed as H5N1; 4 as H5



Communicating Risk

• Immediate risk to the public is low
• People with occupational or 

recreational exposures to infected 
animals are at higher risk
• People with exposures should 

monitor for symptoms after first 
exposure and for 10 days after last 
• Last IRAT for A/mink/Spain/3691-

8_22VIR10586-10/2022: moderate 
for emergence and moderate for 
public health impact.=
• New IRAT underway for 

A/Texas/37/2024



Communicating Risk: What Could Happen

• Current viruses would need to undergo genetic changes to spread easily 
from person-to-person.

• Flu viruses are constantly changing
• Convey Uncertainty; Rapidly Evolving Situation
• Foreshadow More Cases
• Foreshadow Possible Severe Illness



CDC Communications - Outreach to Farmworkers



Outreach to Farmworkers

q English Meta placements since 5/30: 
1.6 million unique users with 2.6 million 
impressions

q Spanish Meta placements since June 6: 
165,000 unique users with 213,000 
impressions 



Communications Resources
• H5N1 Bird Flu: Current Situation | 

Bird Flu | CDC
• How CDC is monitoring influenza 

data among people to better 
understand the current avian 
influenza A (H5N1) situation | Bird 
Flu | CDC
• News & Spotlights | Bird Flu | CDC
• Information for Specific Groups | 

Bird Flu | CDC
• Avian Influenza Communication 

Resources | Bird Flu | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Favianflu%2Fh5-monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Favianflu%2Fh5-monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Favianflu%2Fh5-monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Favianflu%2Fh5-monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Favianflu%2Fh5-monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/spotlights/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/groups/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/groups/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/communication-resources/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/communication-resources/index.html


Translations
Spanish
K’iche’
Nahuatl
Mam (Mamean)
Q’anjob’al (also spelled Kanjobal)
Haitian Creole

•Protect Yourself From H5N1 When Working With Farm Animals (cdc.gov)
o Spanish: Protect yourself Spanish
o K’iche’: Protect yourself K'iche'
o Nahuatl: Protect yourself Nahuatl
o Haitian Creole: Protect yourself Haitian Creole

•Information for Farm Workers (cdc.gov)
o Spanish: factsheet-farm-workers-spanish.pdf

•How H5N1 Might Spread From Cows: Illustration: cows-spread-flu.jpg (1650×1275) (cdc.gov)
o Spanish: infographic-cows-spread-flu-spanish.jpg (1650×1275)

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/protect-yourself-h5n1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/protejase-del-virus-h5n1_Spanish.pdf?=v2
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/protect-yourself-h5n1-k-iche.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/protect-yourself-h5n1-nahuatl.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/farm-workers-h5n1-print.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/avianflu/h5/factsheet-farm-workers-spanish.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/images/avianflu/h5/cows-spread-flu.jpg
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/images/avianflu/h5/infographic-cows-spread-flu-spanish.jpg


Thank you


